Introduction

franciscanus. Loxechinus albus, Lytechinus pictus, and Macroalgae and microbial films are known to play
Arbacia punctulata has been reported to be induced by important roles as inducers of metamorphosis in larvae microbial films (Cameron and Hinegardner, 1974; of sea urchins (pawlik, 1992; Wieczorek and Todd, Cameron and Schroeter, 1980; Gonzalez et aI., 1987 (S purpura/us and S. franciscanus) and Nitzschia species, is used as an inducer of larval can form dense populations on rocky areas covered metamorphosis (Tani and Ito, 1979; Ito, 1984; Ito et al.. with crustose coralline red algac (Rowley, 1989) . 1991). Mass-produced sea urchin larvae are also in Metamorphosis of larvae of S purpura/us, S duced to metamorphose by the brown algae Hizikia
